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• The text-type theory is crumpling in front of 
our eyes:

• Alexandrian : old, reliable text

• Western: the result of the undisciplined and "wild” 
growth of manuscript tradition

• Caesarean : ?

• Byzantine: sought to smooth away any harshness 
of language

• Problem: NT texts do not arrange into types 
or groups

Paradigm shift
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Coherence-Based Genealogical Method 

(CBGM)

Revolutionary computer-assisted 

toolbox...?
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• The general objective of CBGM...?

• To improve our understanding of textual 

history

• Reconstruct its starting point, i.e. the initial text 

(Ausgangstext):

‒ Authorial text

‒ An edition

‒ Archetype

Coherence-Based Genealogical 

Method (CBGM)?
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• Basic assumptions:

• Contamination as a process

• Every single manuscript have close relatives

• Coincidental rise of variants 

• Every single manuscript text contains readings of 

different age

Coherence-Based Genealogical 

Method (CBGM)?
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• CBGM is a hybrid between computer analysis 

and traditional textual critical methods

• Examples:

• Computer analysis:

‒ Pre-genealogical coherence

‒ The degree of textual agreement among witnesses

‒ Starting point of CBGM

Coherence-Based Genealogical Method 

(CBGM)?
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• CBGM is a hybrid between computer analysis 

and traditional textual critical methods

• Examples:

• Computer analysis:

‒ Pre-genealogical coherence

‒ The degree of textual agreement among witnesses

‒ Starting point of CBGM

• Textual critical methods:

‒ Local stemmata

Coherence-Based Genealogical Method 

(CBGM)?
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• Mink: Some procedures, for instance, cladistic analysis, 

provide diagrams similiar to tree, but the branches have no 

direction...

• Wachtel: We are looking at kind of, yes, one might call it a 

degeneration and not an evolution...

• Differences: 

• CBGM creates stemmata of texts, not manuscripts, unlike 

with current usage of cladistics 

• CBGM dispenses with hypothetical ancestors, that stand in as 

lost ancestors, whereas cladistics does not 

CBGM- A Phylogenetic method?
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